Communications Checklist
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you’re not sure whether a child’s communication skills are on track, you can use the identification toolkit. Below is a table where you can highlight the areas you’re concerned about. Discuss this with the child’s parents, and then recommend the Speech and Language Therapy drop in clinics; make sure the family bring this information with them to the next meeting. Remember to check the information about what a child should be doing for their age (see table at end of document).
Talk
	They don’t have as many words as other children of their age
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They use shorter sentences than they should for their age
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They sound muddled when they’re talking and difficult to follow
	☐
	Notes:
	

	Their speech is unclear; they miss out sounds from words or use the wrong sounds, e.g. “a tup of toffee” (cup of coffee)
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They struggle to get their words out – it sounds like a stammer
	☐
	Notes:
	


Listen
	1. They don’t seem to hear or find it difficult to listen for their age
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They can’t follow instructions for their age
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They need to hear things lots of times before they understand
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They don’t answer, or when they do, give the wrong answer
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They don’t seem to learn new words very easily
	☐
	Notes:
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Take Part
	1. They don’t look at you properly when talking
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They don’t seem to listen well
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They don’t seem to know how to have a conversation
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They struggle to talk and listen with other children
	☐
	Notes:
	

	They struggle to join in with other children’s play and conversation
	☐
	Notes:
	



Reference Table
This table is a quick reminder of the basics children should be doing at each age – what they should be saying and understanding, and how they should be taking part and interacting with others.
	
	Talk
	Listen
	Take Part

	6 months
	Making noises
	Watching your face when you talk
	Smiling when you laugh

	1 year
	Making talking noises and often saying their first word
	Understanding simple words like “bye bye”
	Taking turns in ‘conversations’ with babbling noises

	18 months
	Saying words like “daddy”
	Understanding simple phrases such as “all gone”
	Exploring and enjoying games like Peek-a-Boo

	2 years
	Putting words together such as “bye bye mummy”
	Understanding simple questions like “where’s baby?”
	Enjoying pretending like talking on the phone

	3 years
	Putting 4 or 5 words together like “my daddy play football”
	Listening and remembering simple stories with pictures
	Enjoying having proper conversations

	4 years
	Asking lots of questions such as “why….”
	Understanding questions about a story “who climbed the beanstalk?”
	Planning more complicated games with others

	5 years
	Talking in more adults like sentences
	Understanding long and more complicated information like “first…and then…”
	Taking lots of turns in conversations


Adapted from the ‘Small Talk' publication from The Communication Trust www.thecommuincationtrust.org.uk 
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